THE   PLAY  OF  MORE
striking fact that the Shakespearean echoes in D range from
plays as early as Henry VI, Part II (say 1590-91) to The Winter's
Tale (say 1610-11). Many of these plays were not published at
all till the Folio, and where they were, as in the case of the Jack
Cade scenes, some of the striking parallels (such as the argo) do
not appear in the Quarto Contention. Not till the Folio was
published in 1623 k ^ easYto imagine how any man save Shake-
speare can have had all these echoes ringing in his head together.
A theory of imitation would compel us to suppose, on any
reasonable system of chronology, that D imitated Shakespeare's
earlier plays, and that Shakespeare, when writing some of his
later plays, imitated D. It is simpler to suppose D and Shake-
speare the same person.
Besides, the assumption of imitation leaves unexplained the
remarkable similarity between the handwriting and spelling
of D and the handwriting and spelling of Shakespeare. An
explanation which explains only one portion of the phenomena
cannot be acceptable as against an explanation which accounts
adequately for all
We must therefore take into account the palaeographical
evidence, the more so because it helps to illustrate in another
way the literary argument. For, in the palaeographical as in
the literary evidence, the point lies in the combination. In his
final and authoritative summing up of the evidence Dr. Greg
tells us that eOf 0, h, and p two clearly marked varieties occur
in Shakespeare's signatures, and the same occur in D, while of
a and k three varieties can be distinguished/ cSuch multiple
agreement acquires considerable significance, even though the
individual forms may be common.'1
But the individual forms are not all common. Of the three a's
found in Shakespeare's signatures and in D, one is extraordin-
arily uncommon. Sir Edward Maunde Thompson drew atten-
tion to it in 1916: and seven years later, in 1923, he said that
both he and Mr. J. P. Gilson of the British Museum had been
looking out for a parallel, but had, as yet, found none. That
was fifteen years ago. Since then almost everybody interested
1 Times Literary Supplement, xxvi, 1927, p. 871.
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